PIANO INDUSTRIES

What to Look for in the Keytops

If the keytops have a line where the head (the part of the key in front of the sharps) attaches to the
tail (the part of the key between the sharps), they are real ivory. If they do not, it is very likely they are
plastic. It is rare that a plastic key has this line.

If the keytops have swirls or curved lines, they are real ivory. If the keytops are plain, having no grain
or visible texture, they are not ivory, they are plastic. Plastic simulated ivory keytops will have a little
bit of a grain, but they have a different look than real ivory. The swirls will not have a pattern like real
ivory keytops have.

If the keytops have a satin, textured feel, they are likely ivory. Most plastic keytops have a smooth,
slippery feel.

Ivory will not have a bright white appearance. If your keys are a bright white, they will be plastic.

Properties of Ivory Properties of Plastic
o Off white, possibly yellowed appearance e Can be bright white, off white, or cream
e Textured or satin feel e Smooth, slippery feel
¢ Grain, swirls, or texture visible throughout e No texture visible or texture has no pattern
e Line where head attaches to tail e Mostly likely no line where head attaches to tail
¢ Only found on older pianos (roughly the ¢ Might be found on a piano of any age since the
early 1900s or earlier) keytops on an older piano could be replaced

To watch a video with more details on this topic, visit this link (or click the QR code below):
https://youtu.be/Hli u6AB8eQ?si=4Ym)|go4667QhrDclL
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https://youtu.be/Hli_u6AB8eQ?si=4YmJgo4667QhrDcL
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